Celebrate the human spirit through
choral music!

ECUADOR

First Parish Senior Choir

Concert Tour

June 19 - July 1, 2009

Mr. Ray Cornils, Conductor




Ecuador’s impressive array of spectacular natural and cultural treasures, diverse population, traditional
music and fascinating history make it an incredibly rewarding travel destination.

Day 1: Friday, June 19 Departure

Depart Boston for your flights to Ecuador. Arrive Quito late evening.

After clearing customs, you will be greeted by our local guides and transferred to the Hilton Colon
Quito.

Overnight at the Hilton Colon Quito. (En route meals)

Day 2: Saturday, June 20 Quito
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Your day is at leisure for rest and adjustment to Quito’s altitude. Perhaps, visit the El Ejido Park, located right across the
street from your Hotel, where a handicraft and art market is held every weekend. Shop for a wide array of Ecuadorian
handicrafts: carved items, ponchos, sweaters, scarves, rugs, ceramics, jewelry, gourds, and textiles of all kinds.
Overnight at the Hilton Colon Quito. (B)

Day 3: Sunday, June 21

Possible Church Service Participation
Concert: American Embassy & Friends (TBA)
Overnight at the Hilton Colon Quito. (B/D)

Day 4: Monday, June 22 Quito

This morning, join your local guides for a driving and walking tour of Quito and its Old Town. The }&
city’s diverse cultures have generated a treasure trove of artistic, cultural and historic wealth, safe-
guarded though the centuries. Your tour ends with an included Ecuadorian lunch at Hotel Plaza Grande.
After lunch, return to the Hilton Hotel for rest prior to tonight’s concert. Dinner is on your own.
Evening Concert: La Compaiiia de Jesus Church

Overnight at the Hilton Colon Quito. (B/L)

Day 5: Tuesday, June 23 Cotopaxi National Park & “Chiva Express”

Today’s adventure begins in Quito with a bus ride to the station of Tambillo, where the "Chiva Express,” a colorful one-
coach train (a bus on tracks) is ready to depart. One of the highlights is to ‘ride the roof” for a panoramic view of the
stunning Andean region. Enjoy the ever-changing scenery of rural Ecuador as the "Chiva Express" advances along the
ancient tracks to the Cotopaxi National Park. The park attracts nature lovers with its treeless vegetation of the Andean
moorlands. This 89,000-acre ecological sanctuary surrounds Cotopaxi (19,700 feet), the highest active volcano in the
world. Bird life here includes the Andean gull, ducks, several species of hummingbirds and the condor. Lunch is in-
cluded. Return late afternoon. Your evening is on your own in Quito.  (B/L)

Day 6: Wednesday, June 24 Equatorial Monument

Travel 16 miles north of Quito to latitude 0° marking the Middle of the World. Here, stand with
a foot on each hemisphere! Visit the exhibit inside the Monument detailing the great diversity of
Ecuador’s ethnic groups. Return to Quito after an included lunch. Your afternoon is at leisure.
Tonight, join us for an included dinner and Ecuadorian Folklore show.

Overnight at the Hilton Colon Quito. (B/D)

Day 7: Thursday, June 25 Cuenca
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his morning, transfer to the airport for our brief flight to Cuenca. Upon arrival, enjoy lunch on your
own in the charming, colonial Old Town followed by a walking tour with our local guides. Stroll the
cobblestone streets with its white-washed red-tiled buildings, domed churches, flowery plazas and mu-
seums. Later transfer to the Oro Verde hotel, set above the Rio Tomebamba, where women still wash
their clothes and dry them on the grassy banks in the sun.
Evening Concert: Church of San Francisco de Quito %
Overnight at Hotel Oro Verde, Cuenca (B/D)

Day 8: Friday, June 26 Cuenca

This morning, continue to tour Cuenca’s highlights with our local guides. Ride through some mod-
ern neighborhoods and enjoy a panoramic view of the city from the vantage point of Turi. Visit the S o
5 , 6 & and its fascinating ethnographic museum featuring life-size figures of ;"'-j'"m '
the many different Indian groups that inhabit Ecuador. Other stops include a well-known ceramic g
art gallery and a workshop where Panama straw hats, of the best quality, are made. There will be
time for lunch and exploration on your own; or return to the hotel for R&R

Evening Concert: Old Cathedral with a Cuencan chorus

Overnight at Hotel Oro Verde, Cuenca (B/En route Snack/D)

Day 9: Saturday, June 27 Gualaceo & Chordeleg

Cuenca is surrounded by villages where skilled artisans work wonders. Your day begins with a ride along the Santa Ana
Valley into the mountains through scenic landscapes that change at every turn. Stop in Gualaceo, with its bustling mar-
kets and admire hand-woven shawls, ponchos, and lots of fruits and vegetables on sale. Next , visit Chordeleg, a village
specializing in jewelry - mainly gold and silver - with fine filigree work. Then, stroll the lovely orchid gardens with over
2,500 species. After an included lunch at a hacienda, we return to Cuenca.

Evening Concert: Modern Art Museum with Instrumentalist Andean Group

Overnight at Hotel Oro Verde, Cuenca (B/L)

Day 10: Sunday, June 28 Quito & Papallacta

Possible Church Service Participation
Later, transfer to the airport for your flight to Quito. Meet our waiting motorcoach and guides. Travel to Papallacta.
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lacta’s medicinal hot thermal spring pools. Experience the notable, restorative effects of the
crystalline thermal waters. Enjoy dinner; then, perhaps, an after-dinner soak under the starry equatorial skies!
Overnight at Termas Papallacta Resort (B/En route Snack/D)

Day 11: Monday, June 29 Papallacta

Today is at leisure. Papallacta is ideal for hikers and birdwatchers, with more than 160 different species of birds, includ-
ing many hummingbirds and tangaras. Visit the Interpretation Center, which offers audiovis-
ual information of Papallacta’s flora and fauna. Once again, enjoy the thermal pools of the resort, [FESSSESEE
or reserve a specialized treatment in the Lodge’s first-class spa. W
Papallacta Village Concert

Overnight at Termas Papallacta Resort (B/L/Farewell D)

Day 12: Tuesday, June 30 Papallacta & Quito

After a leisurely morning at the Resort, transfer to Quito. Enjoy the remainder of you day on your own.
Overnight in Quito (B)

Day 13: Wednesday, July 1 Departure Home

After an early breakfast we will depart for the airport for your flight home. Those guests with extensions to the Amazon
Rainforest or the Galapagos Islands, will be joined by local guides and assisted with travel arrangements. (B)

Please note: Concerts and itinerary are subject to change. Rehearsals to be announced.




Reservations, Payment, and General Information

ENROLLMENT: An initial deposit of $250/person and a signed registration form is required by July 1, 2008 to reserve a place on the
First Parish Ecuador Tour. Please make checks payable to First Parish Church and present to the Choir’s Treasurer, John Hutchins, or
mail payment and form to John Hutchins; 397 Woodside Road; Brunswick, ME; 04011 Those travelers who have been paying into
the ;8 , ( 8 8  will automatically have this deposit paid, by the Treasurer, once their registration is received.

ANTICIPATED TOUR COSTS & INCLUSIONS:
$2955/ person, double occupancy, single supplement $642.50

INCLUDED: Main Tour price includes roundtrip air transportation from Boston (air arrangements TBA), all transportation within
Ecuador; hotel accommodations; gratuities for guides and drivers; concert arrangements; and meals, admissions, and excursions as
published in the brochure.

NOT INCLUDED: Passport fee; meals and beverages not specified on the itinerary; hotel chambermaid gratuities, trip protection and
cancellation insurance; airline ticket taxes (currently $232) and Quito departure taxes (paid in cash, upon airport departure: currently
$40.80).

IMPORTANT NOTICE: Published prices in this brochure are based on 70 participants and on airfares, tariffs, and exchange rates
currently in effect. Every effort will be made to maintain the published tour price. Levels of participation, exchange rates, airline fuel
surcharges, airline ticket taxes, and other factors beyond our control, may affect the final price.

PAYMENT DATES CANCELLATION FEES

Payment Date Amount Beginning Prior to Cancellation Fee
Now until July 15 $250 Deposit 11/1/08 $100

November 15, 2008 $750 11/02/08 2/01/09 $500

February 1, 2009 $750 02/02/09 4/01/09 $1000

April 1, 2009 Final Payment 04/02/09 Departure No refunds

All cancellation notices must be received in writing to First Parish Senior Choir Treasurer, John Hutchins.

NAME CHANGES: There is no charge for name changes if made more than 60 days prior to departure. For name changes made 60
days or less, there is a $150 fee plus any penalties and fees the tour operator & airlines may levy.

BAGGAGE ALLOWANCE: Travelers may bring one suitcase (not to exceed 50 pounds) and one carry-on bag small enough to fit in
the overhead rack on airplanes.

DOCUMENTATION: U.S. citizens must have a passport valid for a minimum of six (6) months beyond their intended departure
date. Non-U.S. citizens are responsible for their own compliance with all entry requirements.

TRAVEL INSURANCE: Optional trip protection and cancellation insurance is strongly recommended. Participants are urged to re-
view their insurance requirements with their personal insurance agent or consider the CSA policy available from Plymouth Travel.
CSA provides coverage for cancelled and interrupted trips, medical costs, travel accidents, and lost/stolen baggage. The TravelSafe
policy is self-administering. To purchase coverage, call (800) 523-8020 or access the link to TravelSafe at Plymouth Travel’s web-site
at

HEALTH PRECAUTIONS: To meet the rigors generally associated with a concert tour and to enjoy the experience thereof, choral
members and guests should be in good physical condition to meet late evening engagements, in addition to daytime sightseeing activi-
ties. Be prepared for considerable walking, often over hilly and uneven surfaces. For up-to-date health requirements and recommenda-
tions, travelers should check with their local health provider. The Centers for Disease Control and Prevention (CDC) maintains a web-
site with current information about Ecuador: % <

RESPONSIBILITY: First Parish Church (FP) and Plymouth Travel Inc. (PTI) act only as agents for the tour members in making ar-
rangements for transportation, accommodations, sightseeing, and other services. FP and PTI are not responsible for deficiencies on the
part of hotels, restaurants, airlines, or any other company providing tour inclusions. FP, PTI, or any of its representatives shall not be-
come liable or responsible in any way in connection with means of transportation or other services for any loss, injury, or damage to, or
in respect of, person or property, however caused or arising. FP and PTI reserve the right to change any arrangements herein set forth
should conditions necessitate, offering substitutes of equal value, or to cancel any scheduled tour. FP and PTI are not responsible for
delays, extra expenses, or any other inconveniences to participants, due to weather conditions, mechanical breakdowns, terrorism, war,
declared or not, or other “Acts of God”. FP and PTI reserve the right to decline, to accept, or to retain any person as a member of a tour
at any time.



